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Drumming Education Every Thursday
If you visit the Friendship Court Community 
Center on Thursdays, you may be greeted by 
the sound of drumming and joyous laughter 
and chatter. 

Saman Dashti, also known as Macaco 
Nova York, makes it a point to volunteer 
at Friendship Court once a week in some 
capacity, not an easy commitment because 
he travels regularly and is also a Capoeira 
enthusiast and instructor. Dashti discovered 
the Friendship Court community when he 
first moved to Charlottesville with his wife. “I 
moved here and figured out what was going 
on and came here [to volunteer],” he said.

Dashti said he was surprised back then that there were not more groups and individuals 
volunteering their time and talents at Friendship Court, but said that he thinks that with the 
redevelopment others will want to come to the community.

Naylia was one attendee, of about seven participants, at a recent session and said she comes 
every week that Dashti is present because it is fun. When asked what kind of music she likes 
she said hip hop and “the music we make.”

Dashti’s program consist of drumming, education on beats and rhythms and movement. On 
this particular day, he mentioned that Ms. Sheri, Piedmont Housing Alliance’s Community 
Outreach Assistant (and resident member of the Friendship Court Advisory Committee), will 
be making new shields used in a dance with the youth. 

Dashti recognizes the importance of afrocentric programs in predominately black 
communities and touts them as motivation for kids living there. While emphasis is often put 
on athletic and STEM programs, he is furthering the arts as a means to an end to introduce 
kids to themselves and the music they can make themselves.

After drumming, kids and their families can enjoy warm meals provided for the community 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays by Piedmont Housing Alliance, catered by JBD Mobile Catering. 

Friendship Court residents can learn more about this and other programs by contacting 
Claudette Grant at 434-422-4846. 

Free Tax Services on February 23
BB&T, the United Way and Piedmont Housing Alliance are coming together to offer 
Friendship Court residents a chance to get their taxes done for free. Come out on Saturday, 
February 23, from 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. to file taxes with a tax professional who can help you get 
the refund you deserve.

Follow these steps to participate. 

1. Sign up with Claudette at the Community Center. Beginning at 10 a.m., there will be 
45-minute appointments available and there will be 5 time slots for each time frame.
The deadline for making an appointment is February 20. Walk-Ins will be accepted as
time permits, but it is highly recommended that you make an appontment.

2. Arrive at your appointment on time on February 23. We want to be able to offer this
service to as many residents as possible, so please arrive on time.
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August Events:
Monday, August 6—8, Free-Shipwrecked Kids Camp (Grades K – 6th) hosted by Portico

Church, 5 – 6:30 p.m.

Thursday, August 9, Love the Court Event hosted by Portico Church, 5:30 – 8:00 p.m.

Thursdays, August 2, 9, 16, and 23 (3:00 – 5:00) – The Girls are Alwrite – Creative Writing

Program (Girls Grade 3 – 5)

Wednesday, August 15, International Neighbors Gathering – Back to School Supplies, 4:30 -

6:00 p.m.

Monday, August 20, Clark Elementary School Open House at Clark School, 1:00 - 3:00 p.m.

Wednesday, August 22, First Day of School!

Ongoing programs:

 Miss Jeanetha serves warm meals, Tuesdays & Thursdays, 4:45 – 5:30 p.m., All residents

welcome

 Snacks, 2:30 - 4:00 p.m., Monday - Friday

 Charlottesville Parks & Rec afterschool enrichment program—Mon., Wed. & Fri., 4 – 8:00 p.m.

 Visit Savannah Brock for community based recovery support, Monday, 1:00 – 3:00 p.m. and

Tuesday, 1:00 – 4:00 p.m.

 Spread the Vote is a non-partisan organization working to connect folks with identification

needs for voter registration. They are available on Thursdays at the Jefferson School in Room

J-125, 9:00 – 12:00 a.m. and on Tuesdays at the Jefferson Madison Regional Library Down

town in the Madison Room 1:00 – 4:00 p.m.
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Unless noted, all programs listed below are held at the Community Center.

The City has put together a collection of resources and information 
about their training and planning for August 11-12 weekend 

on this website:
http://www.charlottesville.org/resilientcville

#ResilientCville
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GATHERING
Stay tuned for future               
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Community Center 

Minutes for the Advisory Committee 
meetings can be found on the 

Friendship Court website:
www.friendshipcourtapartments.com

/meeting-notes/

www.friendshipcourtapartments.com / and find us also on

YOUTH LEADERSHIP TEAM TAKES TRIP TO WASHINGTON, D.C.

For two days in June, the seven members of the Friendship Court
Youth Leadership Team toured our nation’s capital with several 
adult leaders to study urban design, architecture and community 
engagement. It was the culmination of a two-year program of 
civic education to help empower them to be active contributors
to Friendship Court’s redevelopment plan. The trip was funded by 
a grant given to Piedmont Housing Alliance by the Society of 
Architectural Historians stewarded by board members and UVa 
Architecture School Professors, Beth Meyer and Barbara Brown
Wilson.  
The grant, in the amount of $4,990, enabled the team to visit many 
sites in DC on June 19 and 20. They traveled to Union Station by 
train early Tuesday morning and enjoyed lunch there along with
observing the interior architecture of the building before meeting 
with Equitable Development Manager, Vaughn Perry to discuss
the 11th Street Bridge Park project. Barbara Brown Wilson, assistant
professor of environmental planning at the University of Virginia 
who traveled with the group said, “this has been a two-year pro-
gram where we’ve all been learning about communities and 
leadership and watching some of our recent middle-school grad-
uates asking really hard and important questions at the 11th Street
Bridge Project just shows their level of sophistication.”  Ty’Quan
Mayo asked, “Are they really going to build the 11th Street
Bridge?” To which Vaughn Perry answered, “Yes, it better get
built. We have worked too hard for this.” Observations and ques-
tions were also shared regarding the safety of the space and how
emergency vehicles would access the site if needed. To read the
full story, see www.friendshipcourtapapartments.com

FRIENDSHIP COURT APARTMENTS August 2018

Section 8 update:
Our contract is renewed! 

Details to follow.
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Questions
If you have questions or want 
more details, please contact 

Claudette Grant,  
Community Organizer,  

by visiting the community center 
or at (434) 295-9794 or  

cgrant@piedmonthousing.org

Ongoing Children’s Programs
Tuesdays 10:00 a.m. –12:00 p.m. 
Ready Kids Ready Steps program

Wednesdays (4:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.) 
Tutoring and aftershool enrichment with Sade

Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays (4:00 p.m.  – 8:00 p.m.) 
Charlottesville Parks & Rec afterschool enrichment program

Monday – Friday (2:30 p.m.  – 4:30 p.m.) 
Snacks provided

Tuesdays and Thursdays (5:00 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.) 
Warm meals provided for families

Upcoming Friendship Court Events 
Unless noted, all programs are held at the Friendship Court Community Center

Tuesday, February 5, 12, 19 and March 5 (3:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.) 
UVA Nursing Students will be onsite providing fun, healthy, interactive activities 
for children.

Wednesdays (11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.) 
Yoga with Raji (all levels welcome) (children welcome)

Wednesday, February 6 (11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.) 
Pre-K (3 and 4-year-old application and onsite assistance available) Back-up date 
in case of bad weather is Wednesday, February 13, from 10 a.m. - 12 p.m.

Thursday, February 7 (5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.) 
Black History Month Celebration All are invited to come celebrate and support 
the youth who are leadeing teh event. Refreshments will be served.

Thursday, February 7 (11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.) 
Medicaid Expansion Clinic (The Medicaid program has expanded. Learn more from 
April Oliver Bennett of Region Ten)

Thursdays (5:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.) 
Afro-Brazilian drumming and dancing with Mr. Macaco

Monday, February 8 (10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.) 
IRC Community Wellness Workshop

Friday, February 8 (5:30 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.) 
Clark Soul Food Feast at Clark School (No charge for dinner.)

Monday, February 11(5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.)  
Clark School PTO Meeting at Clark School 

Friday, February 15 (11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.)  
Bingo

Boys Running Program 
February 19 - April 11. More 

information to come.

MIMA Program returns on 
Wednesday evenings in mid-

February.

Girls’ Mentoring Program will 
resume in March.

In the Garden - Market Days 
will begin on May 10  (4 - 5:30 
p.m. See attached schedule for 

locations and more detail.

?
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